INDIAN RECREATIONS

marriages, and number of their wives, which offers
them ail opportunity of gratifying or extinguishing
, their paffions as foon as they arife. To their excef*
five indulgence in certain gratifications, may proba-
bly be imputed that early decay, and premature old
age fo remarkable in both fexesj but more efpecially
in the females. A woman at twenty-five, in this
country, commonly difplays grey hairs, with all that
ihrivelled appearance of age and decay, which in
Europe feldom overtakes the fex, before they have
witnefled the lapfe of half a century.

THE Hindoo fuperftition makes no provifion for
the inftruftion of the great body of the people- The
vedahs, pouranahs, and other facred books contain,
it is faid, a copious fyftem of the moft unexceptionable
morality: and from the fpecimens already tranfiated,
this muft in part be admitted. But the canonical
books of the Hindoos, have always been regarded
as a bequeft too facred to be committed to vulgar
hands* To the far greater part of fociety they are
ftriaiy forbidden, and are doomed to remain, in the
moil emphatic fenfe, a dead letter.

IN the prefent condition of the natives of Hindof-
tan, this is a matter of fmall importance; becaufe a
few individuals only of the common people, are
taught more than to read and write; and of the
number that have made thefe attainments, hardly
made fufficient progrefs to qualify them to
a book*, Nothing can equal
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